
 
1 of 1 DOCUMENT 

 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA COURT RULES ANNOTATED 

Copyright (c) 2006 by Matthew Bender & Company, Inc. 
a member of the LexisNexis Group. 

All rights reserved. 
 

*** CURRENT THROUGH D.C. LAW 16-51, EFFECTIVE FEBRUARY 15, 2006 *** 
*** ANNOTATIONS CURRENT THROUGH NOVEMBER 15, 2005 *** 

 
TITLE 16.  PARTICULAR ACTIONS, PROCEEDINGS AND MATTERS   

CHAPTER 23.  FAMILY DIVISION PROCEEDINGS   
SUBCHAPTER I.  PROCEEDINGS REGARDING DELINQUENCY, NEGLECT, OR NEED OF SUPERVISION  

 
GO TO DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA CODE ARCHIVE DIRECTORY 

 
D.C. Code §  16-2320.01 (2006) 

 
§  16-2320.01. Restitution  
 
 
   (a) (1) Upon request of the Attorney General, the victim, or on its own motion, the Division may enter a judgment of 
restitution in any case in which the court finds a child has committed a delinquent act and during or as a result of the 
commission of that delinquent act has: 

      (A) Stolen, damaged, destroyed, converted, unlawfully obtained, or substantially decreased the value of the 
property of another; 

      (B) Inflicted personal injury on another, requiring the injured person to incur medical, dental, hospital, funeral, 
or burial expenses, or lost wages; or 

      (C) Caused the victim of the delinquent act to incur reasonable counseling or other mental health expenses from 
a licensed health care provider if the delinquent act involved personal injury, child or sexual abuse, robbery, or burglary. 

   (2) The Division may order the parent or guardian of a child, a child, or both to make restitution to: 

      (A) The victim; 

      (B) Any governmental entity; 

      (C) A third-party payor, including an insurer, that has made payment to the victim to compensate the victim for 
a property loss under paragraph (1)(A) of this subsection or pecuniary loss under paragraph (1)(B) or (C) of this subsec-
tion. 

   (3) Payment of restitution to a victim under this section has priority over payments of restitution to a third-party 
payor or to any governmental entity. 

   (4) If the victim has been compensated for the victim's loss by a third-party payor, the Division may order restitu-
tion payments to the third-party payor in the amount that the third-party payor compensated the victim. 

(b) The Division may order the child to make restitution directly to the victim, governmental entity, or third-party 
payor after consideration of the age, circumstances, and financial ability of the child to pay. The Division may order the 
parent or guardian to make restitution directly to the victim, governmental entity, or third-party payor after considera-
tion of the parent or guardian's financial ability to pay. 

(c) (1) A judgment of restitution under this section may not exceed: 

      (A) As to property stolen, destroyed, converted, or unlawfully obtained, the lesser of the fair market value of the 
property or $ 10,000; 
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      (B) As to property damaged, or substantially decreased in value, the lesser of the amount of damage or the de-
crease in value of the property, not to exceed the fair market value of the property, or $ 10,000; 

      (C) As to personal injuries inflicted, the lesser of the actual medical, dental, hospital, funeral, and burial ex-
penses incurred by the injured person as a result of the injury or $ 10,000; 

      (D) As to counseling or mental health expenses, the lesser of the actual expenses incurred by the injured person 
as a result of the incident or $ 10,000. 

   (2) As an absolute limit in each case against any one child, his or her parents or guardians, or both, a judgment 
rendered under this section may not exceed $ 10,000 for all acts arising out of a single incident. 

(d) A restitution hearing to determine the liability of a parent or guardian, a child, or both, shall be held within 30 
days after the disposition hearing and may be extended by the Division for good cause. A hearing under this section 
may be held as part of a factfinding or disposition hearing for the child. A judgment of restitution against a parent or 
guardian may not be entered unless the parent or guardian has been afforded a reasonable opportunity to be heard and to 
present appropriate evidence in the parent or guardian's behalf. 

(e) In a restitution hearing, a written statement or bill for medical, dental, hospital, funeral, or burial expenses, or 
repair and replacement of property shall be prima facie evidence that the amount indicated on the written statement or 
bill represents a fair and reasonable charge for the services or materials provided. The burden of proving that the 
amount indicated on the written statement or bill is not fair and reasonable shall be on the person challenging the fair-
ness and reasonableness of the amount. 

(f) Upon request of the Attorney General or the recipient of a judgment of restitution, the Division may enforce the 
judgment for restitution under this section in the same manner that a monetary judgment is enforced by the Superior 
Court of the District of Columbia under Title 15 and applicable court rules. 

(g) The Director of Social Services shall be responsible for monitoring the collection and disbursement of restitu-
tion payments when the judgment of restitution provides that restitution is to be made in periodic or installment pay-
ments. 

(h) A judgment of restitution under this section shall not preclude a civil action to recover damages from the child, 
parent, or guardian. A civil verdict shall be reduced by the amount paid under the judgment of restitution. A judgment 
of restitution may be filed under seal in any civil case. 

(i) If at the restitution hearing the Division finds that a child is financially unable to pay restitution pursuant to sub-
section (b) of this section, the Division may order the child to perform community service or some other non-monetary 
service of equivalent value in lieu thereof. If at the restitution hearing the Division finds that a parent or guardian is fi-
nancially unable to pay restitution pursuant to subsection (b) of this section, the Division may order the parent or guard-
ian to perform community service or some other non-monetary service of equivalent value in lieu thereof. 
 
HISTORY: May 26, 2004, Mayor's Order 2004-92, §  4, 51 DCR 6052; Mar. 17, 2005, D.C. Law 15-261, §  602(g), 52 
DCR 1188. 
 
NOTES: 
LEGISLATIVE HISTORY OF LAW 15-261. --See note to §  16-2301. 
 
USER NOTE: For more generally applicable notes, see notes under the first section of this heading, division, title, subti-
tle, chapter, subdivision, unit, subchapter, part, or subpart. 
 


